Anacortes is the hometown you wished you had
grown up in. If you weren't lucky enough to have
been born here, you can do the next best thing and
vigt.

Feel what asmall, friendly town used to be like by
strolling the “ Old Town” area of Anacortes with its
galleries, unique shops, nautical stores, coffee
houses and restaurants.

You' |l seethe*old-timers’ most weekday mornings
at atable with coffee cup in hand at Fidalgo Bay
Roasting Company. Eavesdropping isfreeand a
good way to learn what’s on thelocals' minds.

Even though Anacortes has grown, lifeis till
gentler here. Thelocal library doesn’t fine for late
books. They have a“conscience box.” More often
than not, peoplewill smileand say “hello” when
passing on the sidewalk.

Morethan 70 life-sized murals dot the town,
depicting townspeopl e from days gone by. Victorian
houses and tree-lined streets fan out from the
center of town and include a Carnegie Library
turned town museum and an old train depot turned
art gallery.

Two whale watching excursions leave daily from
the Cap Sante Boat Haven, with tours narrated by
marine naturalists.

Kayaking rentals, tours and instruction are available
at amarina-side location .

For those who like to be captains of their own
destiny, several yacht charter companies rent a
variety of power and sailboats.

With six freshwater |akes on Fidalgo Island,
fishermen can try their hand at catching trout and
bass. (Pass Lake near Deception Pass is a special
draw for trout fishermen.)

Saltwater
fishing
expedi-
tionsare
available
through several fishing charter companies.

Bicycle enthusiasts of all ages and aptitudes can
rent bikes and tour the stunning outer and inner
roads of Fidalgo Island.

With trailsthrough 2,200 acres of community
forestland, hikers always have new paths to
explore. A “top-of-the-island-view” from Mt. Erie
includesthe San Juan Islands, Olympic Mountains,
and the Cascade Range.

Couples can explore romantic beaches along
Washington Park, Bowman’'s Bay, and Deception
Pass State Park before retiring to one of the
dozens of B& B’sand small innsaround the island.
Several campsites and RV campgrounds are
available for those who desire a nature experience.

One of the best ways to tour the San Juan Islands
isto walk aboard aferry heading to Orcas, Lopez,
Shaw or San Juan Island for an up-close look at the
islands’ coastline and scenic vistas of the Olympics
and Cascades. Locals and tourists alike find it an
inexpensive way to seetheislandswhilerelaxing,
reading, and enjoying apicnic lunch or dinner.

For those who like to pack alot into their weekend,
why not try a“ Two-Nation Vacation” weekend?
Spend anight in Anacortes followed by the scenic
waterway ferry ride to Sidney, B.C. on Vancouver
Island. From thereit isonly ashort drive or bus
ride to Victoria. The Anacortes ferry terminal
carries both passengers and cars year round to
Vancouver |sland on areservation basis. Passing
through the San Juan Islands, is by far the most
scenic way to Vancouver Island.



Beach-explorin

Fidalgo Island sbeachesrangefrom sandy acoves
to pebbly stretches. Some of the more popul ar
beaches: f P

Rosario Beach

Bowman'sBay -
GuemesChannel \:“ J o7
Sunset Beach at Washington Park 2 by
Boating

Anacortesisawaterfront town as evidenced by
fivemarinas. It hasthelargest collection
of bare boat chartersin North America
Vigitorscan rent power boats,
sailboats—even kayaks. Thereare
asofishing, touring, andwhde
watching charters.

Shipbuildingisdiveandwel in Anacortes. Atthe
shipyards near the north end of town near the Port
of Anacortes, big boatsincluding ferry boats, are
beingbuilt.

Whale Watching

Anacortesisan exceptl onal

placeto watch Orcawhales.

Three podsof 90 whales

travel inour waters, often

going by GuemesChanndl.
Whaewatchingtoursare

offered every day during the peak monthsof May
through September at Cap Sante Boat Haven. In
additiontowhales, you' Il find sedls, dolphins,
otters, and avariety of birds.

Kayaking

Anacortes | sakayaker’sparadise. Thereare

companieswhich rent kayaks, providelessons,

and even conductstours. During the Waterfront

Fegtival in May, the most spectacul ar kayak race
intheU.S. takesplaceas
competitorsleaveona
two-day, 40-mile kayak
raceto Orcasldland and
back.

BIC!C'III
Fidalgo Idand has 30 milesof
mountainbiking trailsthrough
thecommunity forestlands, plus
many moremilesof scenic
backroads. Whatever your
speed, you just can’t beat
Fidagoldandfor scenic, chalenging rides.
Bicyclerentas, repair andtrail mapsareavailable
at severd placesintown.

Ferry Riding

Want to know asecret’? Oneof thefavorite
activitiesof locasistotakeareaxingwalk-on
cruise of the San Juan Idands. Severa timesaday
ferriesgoto Orcas, Lopez, Shaw and Friday
Harbor on San Juan Idand. And passengersonly
pay onceduring theentiretrip. Whilemany decide
to exploreidandsfor several hoursbeforetaking
theferry back, othersbring apicnic lunch or buy
dinner onboard and watch the best part of the
world go by. (Seeenclosedferry article.)

Thousandsof visitorstaketheinternational
ferry run out of Anacortesto Vancouver Idand
(viathecity of Sidney, near Victoria).

Blrdwuichmg

Eagles, ospreys, herons, anda

multitudeof other birdscall

Fidalgo Idand home. Flocksof migratory birds
such as Trumpeter swansand Canadian geese
stop in and near the PadillaBay Estuary ontheir
journeys. Birdwatchersenjoy sighting birds
throughout theidand, especialy dongthe shores
of thesix freshwater lakesontheidand.

Camping

Washington Park and Deception Pass State Park
draw thousands of campersayear. Severa well-
equipped R.V. parksarealso located on Fidalgo
Idland, drawing tourists back again and again.

Eco-touring
Thisactivity hasbecomeincreasingly
popular inrecent yearsaspeople
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seek to understand the i nterdependence of
ecological systems. With an abundance of forests
and beaches, naturalistsare on hand to provide
guided toursof the Anacortes Forest Lands,
teaching people about edibleplants, tide pools
andwildlife.

Fishin

Although Anacortesisagreat place
to embark onasaltwater fishing
adventurefor salmon, halibut, ling
cod, red snapper and rock cod, on
any givenday you'll find afew
dozen fishermenangling for trout \

and basson theidand'ssix lakes. Pass L ake near
Deception PassBridgeisafavoritefly fishing
Spot.

Hiking

With 2,200 acres of community forest lands, plus

two state parks, Fidalgo Idland isaplacewhere

you never haveto cover the same ground twice.

Thereisatop-of-the-world view of San Juan
Idandsand the Olympicand

>
b > @ Cascade mountainsfromthe
summit of Mt. Erie. TheLoop
Road of Washington Park isalsoa

favoritewak of localsand visitors
dike

HISfOI‘¥

No need for atime machineto step back into
Anacortes past, just stroll the streetsof “Old
Town” and the surrounding Victorian and cottage-
lined residential streets. Thearea shistory ison
display at the AnacortesMuseum (aformer
Carnegielibrary). Theoldtrain depot isnow an
art gdlery. And the sternwheel snagboat next
door, The W.T. Preston, hasquiteahistory to

sharewithvistors.
wetsuit on youwon'’t even notice.

You' Il betoo enchanted with thevariety e ’
of marinelifeinwhat ranksas one of thetop
diving areasinthecountry. Theloca diveshop
cantell youal about the hottest spotsto dive.

Scuba Diving
Surethewater’scold, but with a

Anacortes, wa
Shopping

Whether rain or shine, you' || dwaysfind that
unique, just-right-something for your home, a
loved oneor friend in themany shopsand galler-
iesin Anacortes. And on Saturday morningslate
spring through summer, check out the Farmer’s
Market handmadeitems.

Regional pursuits:

Eaglewatching (Thereisan annua Rockport
EagleFedtiva inlate January/early February inthis
mountaintown not far from Anacortes. From
December through February, touristscan watch
thebirdsfeast on spawned saimon aong the
banks of the upper Skagit River.)

M ountain climbing Mt. Erieofferssomerock
climbing, but for seriousrockhounds, Mt. Baker,
Mt. Shucksan and thewhole Cascaderangeare
withinacouplehours drive.

Snow skiing/boarding You can be sea-to-ski
within afew hour’sdriveto Mt. Baker or
Steven'sPass. Ask theloca teenstheir favorite
runs.

Tulip trekking If you haven't seen the Skagit
Valey ablazefirst with daffodils, thentulipsin
early spring, then you' vemissed the ultimate
Kodak moment. Don’t worry, you can be here
next year. And why not stay in our pretty water-
front town?

River Rafting Whitewater enthusiastsaswell as
less-adventuresometourists can enjoy aguided
raft trip down the nearby Nooksack and Skagit
Rivers
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Festivals/ Events

Anacortes Festivals:

2nd weekend in May
Anacortes Waterfront Festival

Mix fun, food, shopping and boatstogether, then
add a dash of classic cars, kayaks, model boats and
areal cannon-- and you get the Anacortes Water-
front Festival.

Thisannual event draws about 30,000 people over
three days.

Nearly 50 kayakers will set out on atwo-day kayak
race from Anacortes to Orcas Island and back as
during the San Juan Challenge Kayak Race. Billed
as “the most spectacular kayak race in the U.S.”
the course follows the scenic waters of the
Cascadia Marine Water Trail. The race includes a
4-mile open crossing of Rosario Strait, aswell as
challenging currentsand tideripsin Obstruction
Pass, Bellingham Channel, and Guemes Channel,
plus rocky shores along Guemes, Cypress, and
Orcas Idands.

1st weekend in August
Anacortes Arts Festival

Art lovers -- some 80,000 of them -- are drawn to
this showcase for the arts in Anacortes. A juried
and invitational art show display the creative genius
of some of the best the Pacific Northwest has to
offer. More than 250 booths displaying the talents
of artists, artisans and craftspeople offer excellent
buysthat are truly unique.

Thisisafamily event with activitiesfor children,
entertainment and great food. A vintage car show
and street entertainers add to the excitement.

continued on back




Anacortes Special Events:

The 4th of July just wouldn’t be the 4th without a
hometown parade, and Anacortes has one of the
best. It may not be large, but it is heartfelt. Enjoy a
lazy summer day at one of our beaches or family
activitiesin Causland Memorial Park, then when
it's dark, grab ablanket and head down to Cap
Sante Boat Haven for fireworks over the water.
Memories linger long after the fireworks fade.

Later in July, bargain hunters have afield day
when the city’s largest rummage sale, Shipwreck
Day, takes over downtown. Thousands of people,
some from several states away, come looking for
bargains. Thisisagreat event for true local flavor
as town neighbors greet neighbors.

Headin" down the highway? Well, if you'reon a
Harley (or other motorcycle), head to Anacortes
for the annual Oyster Run in late September.
Nearly 6,000 motorcycleslinethetown'smain
street, Commercia Avenue as bikers and riders
have agood time at this unusual event. Motorcycle
stunt teams, food and live music make the day fun
for everyone.

Looking for something to do for the holidays?
Experience small-town charm on amore intimate
level after the summer crowds are gone.

The warmth of our townspeople will keep your
spirit toasty, even when there'sanipintheair.
Shopping isgreat, soupsoninthelocal restaurants,
and the B&B'’s and inns offer quiet comfort.

Plan your stay right, and you' Il be able to take part
in an Art Walk weekend when local merchants
display the creative efforts of local artistsin their
stores throughout the town.

A Holiday Boat Parade and Regatta, commu-
nity tree lighting and caroling, are part of
December’s activities. And there’'s always a fine
offering by the Anacortes Community Theater.

Feel like ajaunt: take the Anacortes-Sidney ferry
to see Butchart Gardens decorated for the
holiday season as a Dickensian wonderland.

Area Festivals:
March/April
Skagit Valley Tulip Festival

Here's your chance to tiptoe through the tulips --
thousands and thousands of them in every color
and type. Check out their web site at http://
www.tulipfestival.org/. Plan to attend the festival
May 31-April 16 in the year 2000.

Late June/early July
Loggerodeo

Woodchipsfly inthe nearby quaint, historic town of
Sedro-Woolley during thisrodeo for lumberjacks
and woodcarvers. This festival draws some of the
best competitorsin the west.

July
San Juan Jazz Festival
Feast your eyeson island beauty whileindulging

your earswith great jazz talent in Friday Harbor on
San Juan Island.

December

Christmas Lights Tour,

Add aninternational flavor to the winter holidays
by seeing thelightsin Victoria, BC thewhole
month of December.



History

People havelived on Fidalgo Island and
the area for more than 10,000 years.
Blessed by a moderate climate,
plentiful seafood and game, native
Americans of the Samish clan enjoyed
unspoiled, scenic surroundings. Many
area indigenous peoples moved to the
Swinomish Indian Reservation, estab-
lishedin 1873.

In 1791, Spanish explorers Narvarez,
Carrasco and Galiano discovered the
islands and bestowed them with Spanish names
such as Fidalgo, Guemes, L opez and San Juan, and
the Strait of San Juan de Fuca.

Captain Joseph Whidbey of the Vancouver Expedi-
tion came to the area a year later, discovering
Deception Pass and his namesake, Whidbey Island.

Trappers and traders for the Hudson Bay Company
soon followed, depleting thefur bearing animal
population. Then came the early settlersin the
1850s who desired a place to homestead and make
aliving off the land and sea. They settled near
current Ship Harbor

In the 1870s, Amos Bowman, a mapmaker and
geologist, purchased 168 acres of land and built a
home, general store, and awharf. This early town
founder also became postmaster and honored his
wife, Anna“Annie” Curtis Bowman, by haming the
town after her, with aslight bow to the existing
Spanish flavor of the island’s names.

Hence, Anacortes became the official name for the
town which previously had been known as Squaw
Harbor, Ship Harbor, and Magic City.

Anacortes went through a boom of sorts with the
population of 200 swelling to 2,000 almost overnight
upon speculation that it would be the western
terminus for the Canadian Pacific Railroad. When
this didn’t happen, the town went through a depres-
sion and many people left.

Anacortes in its early infancy of te 1850s.

Richinmarinelife, salmon and codfish canneries
sprang up, employing hundreds of people from the
early 1890s until the 1950s. Anacortesisstill home
to several salmon and other fish processing plants,
and commercia fisherman head out to deep waters
looking for fish. Remnants of the old piers can be
seen several places along the coastline.

Timber was another draw for men looking for
work. Anacortes had four shingle mills and three
sawmills shortly after the turn of the century.
Fueled by abundant old growth timber easily
transported viatugboat or milled right in Anacortes,
remnants of these cedar giants can till be seeniin
Washington Park, surrounded by tall second-
growth forest.

Other businesses in Anacortes included a brick
factory, glassfactory, boat building, and alaundry.
When one industry depleted natural resources or
demand fell, another stepped in to take its place. In
the 1950s, Shell and Texaco built refineries at
March Point, which are still major employerstoday
under the new management.

Today, Anacortes retains a strong connection to its
shipbuilding and fishing past. Its“ old town” section
features unique shops and restaurants on a tree-
lined street. It hasincreasingly become a haven for
artists and artisans, and attracts a growing number
of tourists and retirees desiring ataste of home-
town life on an island paradise without the hassle of
daily ferry commute.
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A e ewoneners & Visiture' Cryo.
TEIDALED VHLA N

Anacortesisanidand paradise accessible by two
bridges. Located on Fidalgo Idand, thetownis
80 milesnorth of Segttle and 90 miles south of
Vancouver, B.C.

From Sedttle, takethel-5 Freeway northto
beautiful Skagit Valey. Takeexit 230 (Highway
20) andfollow the signsto Anacortes about 15
miles

Fromthecity of Vancouver in Canada, takel-5
souththenexit at Highway 20 west and follow the
sgnsto Anacortes.

Amtrak Rail Serviceisavailableoncedaily
from Seattleto M ount Vernon onitscommuter run
to Vancouver.

Skagit Transit, (360-293-2424), provides
free public transportation throughout the county.

Airporter Shuttle, (1-800-BELLAIR for
WA, AK, B.C) or (1-800-423-4219 for other
statesand provinces), provides scheduled daily
service between Whatcom, Skagit, Iand, North
Snohomish Countiesand SeaTac Airport and
Bdlingham Airport.

West | deAir, (360-293-4691), provides
affordable, convenient and scenicair transporta-
tion to and from the Anacortes Airport, where
private pilotsmay alsoland.

Washington State Ferrieswith serviceto
and from Anacortes to Sidney, B.C. and the WA
islands of San Juan, Lopez, Orcas and Shaw. For
information, visit Washington State Ferries (http://
wsdot.wa.gov/ferries) or call (206) 464-6400; in
WA (888) 808-7977.




Anacortes is the eastern terminus for the
scenic Washington State Ferries routes to:

Victoria, B.C. via Sidney, B.C.
Reservationsrequired.
Car and passenger ferry year round.
Time: 3hoursand 15 minutes.
Photo opportunities: City andidland life, First
Nationstotems, historictowns, marinewildlife
Twoferriesdepart Anacortesfor Sdney, B.C.on
Vancouver Idand each day inthesummer. Charming
shops, gdleriesand numerousbooksoreslinethe
picturesque seesi detown of Sidney, whichisashort
digancefromVictoria
Thecity of Victoriaisaworld classcity with
European charm and Canadian hospitdity. The
world-famousButchart Gardensdraw vistorsyear
round. TheRoya British ColumbiaMuseum has
extensvecollectionsof First Nationsart and arti-
facts, plusspecid exhibits. Vidgtorsenjoy unique
shops, strollsa ong theinner harbour waterfront, and
placessuch astheEmpressHotd, for tea.

Friday Harbor, San Juan Island

Car and passenger ferry year round.

Time: from Orcasldand: 45 minutes

Photo opportunities: harbor boats & yachts,
whales, beaches, forests, vacation homes, nature
San Juanisthemost populatedidand and dsothe
buset. A favoritetourist stop, thequaint town of
Friday Harbor bustleswith restaurants, shops,
lodging, and activitiessuch askayaking, whae
watching, boating, galf, fishing, awhaemuseum.

Orcas Island

Car and passenger ferry year round.

Time: from Shaw Idand: 10 minutes

Photo opportunities: Scenic mountain views,

beaches, whales, forests, farms, artistsand

artisans, ferry
Orcasldandisthelargest of the San Juan Idands,

with 57 squaremilesof mountainand oceanviews
with 125 milesof shordine. Asitsnameimplies itis
afavoritehabitat or Orca“killer” whaes.

Mt. Condtitution, at 2,904 feet, of fersabreathtak-
ing 360° view of the Cascadeand Olympic mountain
ranges, Canadaand the San Juan Idands. Thereare
accommodations, shops, restaurantsand activities
for resdentsandtourigts.

Lopez Island
Car and passenger ferry, year round.
Time: from Anacortes: 45 minutes
Photo opportunities: farmlands, beaches, fishing
village, vineyards, townvillage, ferry

Lopez Idandisthefirst ferry soponthe
Anacortesto L opez, Shaw and Orcasldandsrun.
Thistranquil idand, (population 1,800 of year round
resdents) isafavoritefor bicydids, duetoitsgently
rollingterrain and scenicfarmlandsof dairy cows,
sheep, vineyards, orchardsand akiwi farm.

Lopez Villageisthecenter of activity ontheidand,
a thenorthernend of Fisherman Bay.

Spencer Spitisal29-acrewaterfront park with
greet beachwaking opportunities.

Residentsareknownfor their friendly wavesto

passerby.
Shaw Island

Car and passenger ferry year round.

Time: fromLopezIdand: 15 minutes

Photo opportunities: Forests, beaches, ferry
Shaw Idandisthesmalest of thefour San Juan

Idandswhich haveferry service. Fewer than 150

peopleliveontheidand’s5,000 acresyear-round.

Therearenotourist accommodeations, however their

isasmdl country sore.
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Anacorteshasamilder, drier climatethan many other
placesinwestern Washington. It hasayearly average
rainfall of only 26 inches, compared with 38 inches
for Sesttle.

Themild maritimeclimatehasalowest average
temperature of 38 degrees Fahrenheit in January and
an average high temperature of 74 degree Fahrenheit
inAugus.

Accommodations

Whether apersonislooking for accommodationsina
cozy bed and breakfast, ascenic country inn, or a
larger motel/hotel, Fidalgo Idand hasit dll.

Therearemorethan 11 B& B’sand Inns, 15 hotel s/
motels, and five RV and camping Sites.

Many Sesttle arearesidents cometo Anacortesyear
round for aweekend getaway, and to partake of the
town’sunique shopping opportunities, natural sur-
roundingsandfunfegtivals.

@ o o
Hungry?How about a gourmet Northwest sdlmon
dinner? Maybe one of those popular vegetarian
wraps? Something exotic perhaps: Parisian, Portu-
guese, Spanish, Japanese, Chinese, Italian? A medal
made from scratch? Or just some good fast food?

WEell, Anacortes hasfood for just about every taste
and budget.

Thetown boasts 21 restaurants, three bakeries,
nearly adozen placesfor espresso drinks, acoffee
roaster, severa pubsand amicrobrewery, and ahalf
dozen caterers.



